August 21-25
The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.
Bible Verse:
“You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.”—Matthew 4:10
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 2)
“I am alone your God, the Lord;
No other gods shall be adored.
But you shall fully trust in Me
And love me wholeheartedly.”
Have Mercy, Lord!
August 28-September 1
The Second Commandment
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie,
or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.
Bible Verse:
The Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.—Exodus 20:7
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 3)
“Do not My holy name disgrace,
Do not My Word of truth debase.
Praise only that as good and true
Which I Myself say and do.”
Have mercy Lord!
September 4-8
The Third Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word,
but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.
Bible Verse:
[Jesus] said, “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”—Luke 11:28
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 4)
“You shall observe the worship day
That peace may fill your home, and pray,
And put aside the work you do,
So that God may work in you.”
Have mercy Lord!

September 11-15
The Fourth Commandment
Honor your father and your mother.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and
other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.
Bible Verse:
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.—Colossians 3:20
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 5)
“You are to honor and obey
Your father, mother, ev’ry day,
Serve them each way that comes to hand;
You’ll then live long in the land.”
Have mercy Lord!
September 18-22
The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his
body, but help and support him in every physical need.
Bible Verse:
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you.”—Jeremiah
1:5
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 6)
"You shall not murder, hurt, nor hate;
Your anger dare not dominate.
Be kind and patient; help, defend,
And treat your foe as your friend."
Have mercy, Lord!
September 25-29
The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in
what we say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other.
Bible Verse:
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness
and worldly passions.—Titus 2:11-12
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 7)
“Be faithful to your marriage vow;
No lust or impure thoughts allow.
Keep all your conduct free from sin
By self-controlled discipline.”
Have mercy, Lord!

October 2-6
The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or
possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and
income.
Bible Verse:
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.—
Hebrews 13:16
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 8)
"You shall not steal or take away
What others worked for night and day,
But open wide a gen'rous hand
And help the poor in the land."
Have mercy, Lord!

October 9-13
The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor,
betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain
everything in the kindest way.
Bible Verse:
Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are
members one of another.—Ephesians 4:25
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 9)
“Bear no false witness nor defame
Your neighbor nor destroy his name,
But view him in the kindest way;
Speak truth in all that you say.”
Have mercy, Lord!

October 16-20
The Ninth & Tenth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s
inheritance or house, or get it in a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in
keeping it.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our
neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty.
Bible Verse:
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for [God] has said, “I will
never leave you nor forsake you.”—Hebrews 13:5
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanza 10)
“You shall not crave your neighbor’s house
Nor covet money, goods, or spouse.
Pray God He would your neighbor bless
As you yourself wish success.”
Have mercy, Lord!

October 23-27
The Close of the Commandments
What does God say about all these commandments?
He says, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those
who love Me and keep My commandments.” (Ex. 20:5–6)
What does this mean? God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we
should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all
who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He
commands.
Bible Verse:
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.—James
2:10
LSB 581: These Are the Holy Ten Commands (stanzas 11, 12)
You have this Law to see therein
That you have not been free from sin
But also that you clearly see
How pure toward God life should be.
Have mercy, Lord!
Our works cannot salvation gain;
They merit only endless pain.
Forgive us, Lord! To Christ we flee,
Who pleads for us endlessly
Have mercy, Lord!
October 30-November 3
The First Article - Creation
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
Bible Verse:
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are Your works; my soul knows it very
well.—Psalm 139:14
LSB 954: We All Believe in One True God (stanza 1)
We all believe in one true God,
Who created earth and heaven,
The Father, who to us in love
Has the right of children given.
He both soul and body feeds us;
All we need His hand provides us;
Through all snares and perils leads us,
Watching that no harm betide us.
He cares for us day and night;
All things are governed by His might.

November 6-10
The First Article - Preservation
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean? He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this
body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He
does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this
it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true.
Bible Verse:
[God] did not leave himself without witness, for He did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.—Acts 14:17
LSB 954: We All Believe in One True God (stanza 1)
We all believe in one true God,
Who created earth and heaven,
The Father, who to us in love
Has the right of children given.
He both soul and body feeds us;
All we need His hand provides us;
Through all snares and perils leads us,
Watching that no harm betide us.
He cares for us day and night;
All things are governed by His might.

November 13-17
The Second Article - Redemption
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil;
Bible Verse:
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.—Galatians 4:4-5
LSB 954: We All Believe in One True God (stanza 2)
We all believe in Jesus Christ,
His own Son, our Lord, possessing
An equal Godhead, throne, and might,
Source of ev'ry grace and blessing;
Born of Mary, virgin mother,
By the power of the Spirit,
Word made flesh, our elder brother;
That the lost might life inherit,
Was crucified for all our sin
And raised by God to life again.

November 27– December 1
The Second Article - Redemption
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean? … not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent
suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns
to all eternity. This is most certainly true.
Bible Verse:
To [Jesus] all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins
through His name.—Acts 10:43
LSB 954: We All Believe in One True God (stanza 2)
We all believe in Jesus Christ,
His own Son, our Lord, possessing
An equal Godhead, throne, and might,
Source of ev'ry grace and blessing;
Born of Mary, virgin mother,
By the power of the Spirit,
Word made flesh, our elder brother;
That the lost might life inherit,
Was crucified for all our sin
And raised by God to life again.

December 4-8
The Third Article – Sanctification
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my
Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
Bible Verse:
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not
a result of works, so that no one may boast.—Ephesians 2:8-9
LSB 954: We All Believe in One True God (stanza 3)
We all confess the Holy Ghost,
Who, in highest heaven dwelling
With the Father and the Son,
Comforts us beyond all telling;
Who the Church, His own creation,
Keeps in unity of spirit.
Here forgiveness and salvation
Daily come through Jesus' merit.
All flesh shall rise, and we shall be
In bliss with God eternally.

December 11-15
The Third Article - Sanctification
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
What does this mean? In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and
richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.
Bible Verse:
You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone.—Ephesians 2:19-20
LSB 954: We All Believe in One True God (stanza 3)
We all confess the Holy Ghost,
Who, in highest heaven dwelling
With the Father and the Son,
Comforts us beyond all telling;
Who the Church, His own creation,
Keeps in unity of spirit.
Here forgiveness and salvation
Daily come through Jesus' merit.
All flesh shall rise, and we shall be
In bliss with God eternally.

